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Our regular Young Eagles crew of 
Ernie Ganas, Dave McConnell, Val 
Westin, Dan Bedford, Herman 
Frentzel Bob Minkin, and Sue Royce,  
were joined by new Young Eagles 
pilot Aaron deZafra and intern Ty-
ler Colenbrander to fly 32 new 
Young Eagles on a beautiful, crystal 
Indian Summer morning at Gnoss 
Field on Saturday, October 22. 
Dave Nicholson, Frank Woolard 
and C.A.P. Squadron 23 cooked 
burgers and hot dogs, and Robert 

Ragozzino opened up the Spirit of 
St. Louis 2 hangar to the public.  
 
This type of smaller Young Eagles 
event seems to fit our group just 
perfectly-everyone knows their job, 
nobody gets stressed or over-
worked, and everyone leaves hap-
py. Look for us to schedule at least 
three such events in 2017, in place 
of our old, single day format. 
 
It continues to amaze me how many 
parents who bring their kids out to 
these events say they had never 
been to the airport, and some didn’t 
even know it existed. Aside from all 
of the exuberant, laughing Young 
Eagles  who got their first taste of 
flight in a small plane, could it be 
that the immediate payback  for 
these events is the education of the 
visiting parents? 
 

This year we hosted Young Eagles 
from Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 
Northern California, Boy Scout 
troops from Novato and Mill Valley,   
and several of their friends and 
families. In the process of our two 
events we flew 65 new Young Ea-
gles. 

 
Our first event next Spring will be 
to fly 30 or so cadets from the 
JROTC program at Novato High 
School, which is always fun. 

SOS2 Open House/Young Eagles Day October 22 

No EAA Chapter Evening Meetings November/December 

There will be no regular evening 

meeting this month for EAA Chapter 

1232, as our annual BBQ and 

Hangar Crawl at Smith Ranch/San 

Rafael Airport this past Saturday 

took its’ place.  

As we usually do, we also won’t 

have a December chapter meeting. 

Our next meeting will be on Tues-

day, January 10 when we’ll be 

showing the British-produced video 

“Reunion of Giants”, documenting 

the flight of the single Canadian 

Lancaster bomber to England to 

meet up with the sole British Lancas-

ter for a series of events over Eng-

land in the summer of 2015. The 

Lancaster is revered as emblematic 

of the incredible sacrifices made by 

Bomber Command Crews from both  

countries. 

We will also be electing officers 

at this meeting and let’s be hon-

est; it’s time again for some new 

leadership.  

I have now served as your EAA 

Chapter President for the past four 

years, and while I still wish to contin-

ue my cherished role of Young Ea-

gles coordinator, I will be stepping 

down as EAA President as of the 

January meeting. It’s time for some 

one new to take over the EAA presi-

dency which, for the main part, in-

volves scheduling speakers and/or 

entertainment for the meetings, and 

sending out reminders.    

-Ken Mercer 
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Partnership for Sale 

1/3 Ownership of 1968 PA28-180 Piper 

Cherokee 180 

N5142L  

180hp 

Hangered at Gnoss Field 

Interior totally refinished 

No. 1 radio-Garmin GTR225 Com 

No. 2 Nav/Com-Collins 251/351 

Autopilot 

Shadin fuel flow 

Electronic Tach 

Strobes 

Digital Engine Monitor CHT and EGT 

Zaon Traffic Detector-shows traffic on Garmin 

496 

1/3 share $15K 

Hanger and annual reserve $195/month 

Engine reserve - $20/hr flying 

Interested parties contact owner through mercer.k@comcast.net 

Hangar For Rent At Gnoss Airport 

  

$285/month, Cement Pad, Electrical & Great Location 

For Information CallKevin @ 415-258-8505 

 

mailto:mercer.k@comcast.net?subject=Share%20in%20Cherokee%20180
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The Lost Art of Airmanship 

From the October 2016 edition of 

the Canadian EAA newsletter 'Bits 

and Pieces' 

By Mike Davenport, EAA 89102 

October 2016 - IA short flight to a 

nearby grass strip and a perfect 

three-point landing – no one ever 

sees those – followed by coffee 

and good conversation with old 

friends and a couple of new ones. I 

took twice as long flying home only 

because I could. Not a bump in the 

air. Right base to final and a wheel 

landing on the numbers. I am so 

good (and modest) when no one is 

looking. 

The tower cleared me back to the 

hangar, and the first taxiway was 

blocked. No problem, I’m not going 

that way anyway. 

The next turn was “mine.” This too 

was blocked. Hmm, try the next 

one … Guess what – blocked. On 

to the fourth one … argh! Also 

blocked. Only one left. Whew, this 

one is clear. Finally able to get to 

my hangar, but it takes almost as 

long to get there as it did to fly to 

the grass field. 

I put the airplane away, clean a few 

oil drips, and update the logs, all 

the time muttering to myself about 

“airmanship – the lost art.” Time to 

go home and, would you believe, 

“my” taxiway is still blocked. Really, 

how long does it take? 

That got me thinking about a col-

umn on consideration or courtesy 

as applied to the airport, and 770 

words later, here it is. 

When in doubt, Google it. 

Airmanship is defined by Wikipedia 

as: Skill and knowledge as applied 

to aerial navigation. It is expanded 

to cover a broad range of desirable 

behaviours and abilities. It is not 

limited to skill and technique but is 

also a measure of a pilot’s aware-

ness of the aircraft and the environ-

ment in which it operates and of his 

or her own capabilities. My interest 

at the moment was on the operat-

ing environment, specifically the 

ground. Though less important to 

life and limb than flight ops, it is 

most important to others operating 

in the ground environment. 

Most pilots are aware of their own 

and others’ airmanship qualities by 

their behaviour on the ground, as 

they rarely see examples in the air. 

A pilot’s great flying skills are most 

often quoted as indicators of air-

manship, while his or her aircraft 

ground-handling skills don’t get the 

same attention. For that reason, I 

developed the following list, with 

apologies to the writer of Exodus 

20. 

The Ten Commandments of Air-

manship 

 Thou shalt preflight thine air-

craft in the hangar or tiedown, 

not on the taxiway. 

 Thou shalt not leave thine air-

craft unattended or blocking the 

taxiway. 

 Thou shalt not start engines 

while in the tiedown. 

 Thou shalt push thine aircraft 

from the tiedown into the taxi-

way prior to engine start. 

 Thou shalt ensure that there is 

nothing behind that will get 

blown over or damaged by thy 

prop wash. 

 Thou shalt not leave thine air-

craft unattended at the fuel 

pumps after refuelling. Others 

may have need. 

  Blocking the pumps 

 Thou shalt make all radio calls 

brief and to the point. Others 

may wish to speak. 

 Thou shalt park thine automo-

bile clear of the taxiway at all 

times for fear that my wingtip 

scratch thy roof. 

 Thou shalt keep thy taxi speeds 

to no more than a walk. 

 Thou shalt file thy flight plan by 

phone, not by radio while block-

ing the taxiway. 
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CALENDAR 

   

  
Nov 12      GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field 9 a.m. Speakers Military Controllers  
  from Travis AFB, "Midair Collision Avoidance in the MOA Environment". 
  
Nov 16      GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
  
Dec 1        Marin Aviation Commission meeting, room 319, Civic Center 7 p.m. 
  
Dec 3        99’s/EAA/GFCA Holiday pot-luck dinner (GFCA will supply the turkey), Spirit of St. Louis 2 hangar,  
  5:30-8:30 p.m. Bring a side dish, Silent auction proceeds to benefit the scholarship programs f
  or each organization. 

  
Dec 10     GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field 9 a.m. Speaker  “ATP Bill” Hill, “40 years 
                         of Observations (ever seen a bird with low wings?) “ Wings Safety Seminar. 
 
NO EAA MEETING IN DECEMBER! 
  
Dec 21     GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
 
Jan 7        GFCA Airplanes at the Movies night, Spirit of St. Louis 2 hangar, food truck 6:30 movie 7 p.m. TBD 
  
Jan 10      EAA Chapter Meeting 7 p.m. C.A.P. trailer, Gnoss Field, movie  "Reunion of Giants: Lancasters" 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan 14      GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field, 9 a.m., speaker Wright Bass, CFI:     
                      "Student Pilot Stories" 
 
Jan 18      GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
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Web Gems-This Month’s Best 
(if clicking these links doesn’t work copy/paste them into your browser’s address window) 

 
Reunion of Giants trailer (movie for future EAA meeting): https://youtu.be/5Ol2rem6d3g 

  
Seven Day build, Sling 4 kit, LAA Rally (England): https://vimeo.com/183910026 

  
Single-place, homebuilt B-17G! https://youtu.be/KtdjkkiHWn4 

  
Bob Hoover Engine out Aerobatics: https://youtu.be/g7R7jZmliGc 

  
Flying the Pattern (sarcastic video from AvWeb): https://youtu.be/f6q2VKsvQEQ 

  
Swedish Pietenpol, in flight: https://youtu.be/2_1jSHa5_3A 

  
Planned Depot Maintenance SR-71 (disassembly): https://youtu.be/EW7M4CDHIes 

  
Building an Industry-Boeing history: http://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/aeroeng-sci-eng-early/creating-an-
aircraft-industry/ 

  
First gear-up, high speed flight for B-29 "Doc": https://youtu.be/B_6Vs5dbUVk 

  
"keep the horizon just above there on the glare shield-oh, wait..: https://youtu.be/pOdB5qo2ngY 

  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/5Ol2rem6d3g
https://vimeo.com/183910026
https://youtu.be/KtdjkkiHWn4
https://youtu.be/g7R7jZmliGc
https://youtu.be/f6q2VKsvQEQ
https://youtu.be/2_1jSHa5_3A
https://youtu.be/EW7M4CDHIes
http://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/aeroeng-sci-eng-early/creating-an-aircraft-industry/
http://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/aeroeng-sci-eng-early/creating-an-aircraft-industry/
https://youtu.be/B_6Vs5dbUVk
https://youtu.be/pOdB5qo2ngY
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Gnoss Field Community Association  

  
 

GFCA presentation to AvComm 
  
On October 6 GFCA was invited to 
make a presentation to the Aviation 
Commission comparing the facili-
ties here at Gnoss Field to 18 simi-
lar airports with which it competes 
for business across northern Cali-
fornia. Not only were we able to 
show direct comparisons, we were 
able to point out where Gnoss Field 
was deficient in specific categories 
such as runway length, facilities for 
pilots, hangar lease rates, etc.. We 
were also able to direct the discus-
sion toward the future finances of 
the airport toward such critical 
questions as "how will the County 
come up with the nearly $1 million 
in matching funds for the runway 
extension?", raising questions from 
the commissioners themselves like 
"when will the ramp be repaired?", 
and "who determines what goes 
into the airport budget?" and better 
yet, "who determines what County-
wide expenses are charged to the 
airport?". In the case of the last 
question chairman Humphrey Ogg 
directed airport manager Dan Jen-
sen to bring someone from the 
County's finance department who 
can explain such charges to the 
next meeting of the Commission in 
December. 
  
It was apparent from the airport 
comparison that Gnoss Field ten-
ants are probably due for an in-
crease in hangar and/or land rent; 
remember that the last increase we 
saw was in 2008. But it was the 
Commissioners who made it clear 
to the County staff that such an 
increase should be reasonable 
(certainly less than 10%), and that 
the tenants expect to see corre-
sponding improvements to the air-
port. If there IS an increase. 

The presentation slides are posted 
on the website at 
www.gnossfield.org/avcommission-
presentation-1016; narrative to 
these slides will be added. 
  
Young Eagles/SOS2 open house 
  
Even though our original plans for 
a large open house at Gnoss were 
stymied at the last minute by a 
County requirement for permits, we 
did proceed to have two great 
events on October22. 
  
As described elsewhere, the first 
event was a combined Young Ea-
gles' event and open Spirit of St. 
Louis 2 project hangar. All told, six 
pilots flew 32 Young Eagles, bring-
ing our total for the last two months 
to 65 Young Eagles flown. The Civ-
il Air Patrol Squadron 23 cooked 
hot dogs and hamburgers, feeding 
about 70 people total, and almost 
everyone had the opportunity to 
see the Spirit of St. Louis 2 replica 
up close in its' bare-bones state. 
  
You cannot imaging the feeling of 
seeing a 10-year old scout, who 
arrived obviously full of apprehen-
sion at the thought of going up in a 
plane as small as a Cardinal, 182, 
Cherokee, or Mooney, jump out of 
the plane after landing with a smile 
as big as his face, almost incoher-
ent with excitement. It lends mean-
ing to the old phrase "there's noth-
ing as beautiful as fear van-
quished". Well, we had 32 kids like 
that on the 22nd, and for each of 
us that was there it was incredibly 
energizing and rewarding. 
  
Flying Community Gala 
  
After a bit of bad luck during the 
day on Saturday (master instructor 

Rich Stowell came down with the 
flu and couldn't fly), the Flying 
Community Gala Dinner got things 
back on track Saturday evening 
with great food, good musical en-
tertainment, and 64 good friends 
from our community. Hosted by Pat 
Scanlon/Scanlon Aviation and co-
ordinated by GFCA board member 
and Marin 99s chairperson Susan 
Royce, the evening was a great 
way to bring everyone together 
during Pat's Gnoss Field Safety 
Awareness Weekend. 
  
Holiday Pot Luck December 3 
  
In keeping with a tradition that 
stretches all the way back to, oh, 
2015, GFCA, EAA and the 99s will 
host a holiday pot luck dinner party 
on the evening of December 3. 
Once again this year TWO turkeys 
and all drinks (beer, wine, non-
alcoholic) will be provided. Our 
host for this event will be Robert 
Ragozzino in his Spirit of St. Louis 
2 hangar at the north end of the 
ramp. There will be no ticket charg-
es for this event, but proceeds from 
a silent auction of aviation goodies 
will go directly to the scholarship/
internship accounts for each of the 
three organizations. 
 
Please RSVP to Sue Royce at 
sue@royceprinting.com, and check 
the notice on gnossfield.org to see 
you should bring.  
  
For November-Travis Controllers 
The speakers at our November 12 
breakfast meeting will be control-
lers from Travis AFB, addressing 
the issue of “avoiding midairs in 
Military Airspace”. Since we all fly 
in and around some big MOA’s lo-
cally this should be a very helpful 
presentation. 9am, Sanlon Hangar. 

http://www.gnossfield.org/avcommission-presentation-1016
http://www.gnossfield.org/avcommission-presentation-1016
mailto:sue@royceprinting.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20Holiday%20Potluck!
gnossfield.org


Ken Mercer, President/Young Eagles 

 Coordinator 415-378-8504 

Ken McKenzie, Vice-President 415-234-6288 

Tom Schiff, Secr./Treasurer 415-515-6630 

 

www.1232.eaachapter.org 

 

www.facebook.com/EAA1232 

 

eaa1232@gmail.com 

 

San Francisco and North Bay California 

EAA Chapter 1232-Novato, Ca Our monthly membership meetings are held the second Tuesday evening of each month (except 

December), starting with dinner at 6:30 and followed by the main presentation at 7:00. Our hosts are 

the Novato Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol who graciously allow us to use their facility at 400 Airport 

Boulevard, Gnoss Field, in northern Novato (in the south parking lot).  Here’s a  crude map, but please 

do contact one of our officers for more information and/or directions: 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our regular monthly evening meetings, many of us meet for lunch at noon every Thursday 

at The Club restaurant at McGinnis Park Golf Course on Smith Ranch Road in San Rafael. The hostess on 

duty can direct you to our “regular” room but again,  please contact one of our officers for better 

directions. 

Membership is $25/yr. and is open to anyone-contact any of our officers (above, left) for details. 

Gnoss Field Community Association 

KDVO-Novato, CA 

 

www.gnossfield.org  

 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

GnossFieldCommunityAssociation 

 

 

Our mission is to promote and protect 

the interests of Gnoss Field users, ten-

ants, and the community, and to pro-

mote the public interest in aviation, 

aviation safety and service in Marin 

County.  

The pilots that use Gnoss Field banded together because we believe that by combining 

our voices we can be heard in ways not possible as individuals acting separately. We 

included the word community in our name because we think that the public should know 

that our airport is a valuable resource for everyone, not just pilots.  

We have monthly breakfast meetings at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each 

month in the Scanlon Aviation hangar at Gnoss Field (KDVO), Novato, CA (attached to 

the airport administration building pictured below). We always have a speaker or 

presentation at these meetings; sometimes on aviation safety and/or education, some-

times entertainment in nature, sometimes to provide membership input on issues critical to 

GFCA and the users and tenants of Gnoss Field.  Please join us. 

http://www.1232.eaachapter.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/EAA-Chapter-1232-Novato-CA/466764416700456
mailto:eaa1232@gmail.com
http://www.gnossfield.org
http://www.facebook.com/GnossFieldCommunityAssociatain
http://www.facebook.com/GnossFieldCommunityAssociatain

