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“On the Move” 

Sorry for the delay in getting the 

newsletter out this month, but we’ve 

been a little pre-occupied with the RV-

12 construction project at San Marin 

High School. There's been a lot going 

on with this project in the last month. 

As noted in the December newsletter, 

we had just raised $8,500 toward the 

purchase of the tail kit for the RV-12, 

and had just met with the student build-

ers and GFCA/EAA/99s mentors to 

get the project started. After some dis-

cussion with two other groups with simi-

lar high school programs (including a 

conversation with the designer himself, 

Dick Van Grunsven), it was decided to 

order the fuselage kit first, as both of 

the other groups had noted that the 

fuse kit has several components which 

can be built simultaneously by multiple 

groups of students; in our case five 

groups of three students each. This kit is 

set to be delivered to the high school 

the first week of February.  As the for-

ward section of the fuselage begins to 

come together it also becomes more 

difficult for more than three or four 

students to work on that assembly, so 

the others can begin working on the tail 

at that point, which we’ll schedule to 

arrive so that there’s no downtime. 

Our next step is to get our mentors to-

gether with Lori Moritz (the STEM lead 

teacher) to look at the room where the 

build will take place (an unused shop 

class at the school) to determine just 

what’s needed in terms of tools, stor-

age, shop equipment, materials, work-

spaces, etc.. We’re starting with noth-

ing, and if we can’t obtain the neces-

sary supplies soon we’ll need to pur-

chase it all, adding costs to the project. 

Of course, we want to minimize those 

costs so please let us know if you have 

any tools, worktables or or shop equip-

ment you’d be willing to donate. 

Between now and the first week of 

February we need to help the students 

get their room organized for building, 

and begin to teach them some metal 

airplane building techniques. Toward 

that end we've ordered and have re-

ceived 15 metal tool box kits from 

Van's, which we will use as one of our 

initial projects in the weeks after the 

students return to school after the 

Christmas break. 

Fortunately, there are several other 

similar student building initiatives tak-

ing place all over the country, and 

we've already had the benefit of get-

ting advice from a couple of them. If 

you want to see what’s ahead for usin 

the this three-year process, take a look 

at tangoflight.org in Texas  and Teen-

Flight.org in Oregon. Both groups are 

building RV-12s. 

http://www.tangoflight.org
http://www.teenflight.org
http://www.teenflight.org
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“On the Move”, continued... 

Here are some of the details of our 

project: 

Total cost is about $65,000 with 

engine (Rotax 912) and instruments 

(Dynon Skyview). We've raised 

about $10,000 so far… 

 Expected build time:  2 to 3 

school years? 

 Ownership: GFCA 

 Student builders: 15 in this class, 

will be open to all senior engi-

neering students in future class 

years 

 GFCA/EAA/99s mentors: 14 

initially, but there's room for 

more! 

 Initial construction will take 

place in a 40X40 room which 

has been unused for some time, 

but which is next door the stu-

dents' science classroom and 

auto shop.  

 Completed airframe will be 

moved to airport for final as-

sembly and first engine run. 

When this plane is completed and 

its' test hours (25) are flown off, it 

will be used to give rides to as 

many students as possible starting 

with those who have actually 

worked on it. It will then be sold to 

finance the purchase of the next kit. 

It's possible that we might also be 

able to use some of the funds from 

this sale to buy a certified aircraft 

which we would use to form a stu-

dent flying club, in which we could 

provide flight instruction. 

As Tango Flight and Teen Flight in 

Oregon have both done, we will 

recruit students who are not in-

volved in the actual construction of 

the plane to document the process 

on a project website, facebook and 

instragram page, and in columns in 

this newsletter. Here's a video com-

pilation of the Teen Flight Oregon 

p r o j e c t :  h t t p s : / / y o u t u . be /

haqgyE25YbI; it's a pretty good 

representation of what we expect 

our project to look like. 

If you'd like to be a part of this 

project as a mentor we'd be happy 

to have you. Contact Ken Mercer at 

mercer.k@comcast.net for details. 

Of course, while all of this prepara-

tion work with the school is going on, 

we also need to raise another 

$55,000 for the rest of the kits. If 

you'd like to contribute to this pro-

ject send your own donation paya-

ble to: 

GFCA 
c/o Treasurer David McConnell 
7 Meisner Drive 
Novato, CA 94947 

Airway Science is the non-profit that 
sponsors Teenflight in Oregon. This 
group is currently working on their 
5th RV-12. Two were sold when com-
pleted, each financing the next kit. 
The third and fourth completed air-
frames were donated to Airway Sci-
ence and are being used to give 
flight  instruction to the students who 
built them and give motivational 
rides to those working on current 
projects. We hope to follow this 
model and not only make the build-
ing process self-funding, but extend 
the program into providing highly-
subsidized flight training for students. 

https://youtu.be/haqgyE25YbI
https://youtu.be/haqgyE25YbI
mailto:mercer.k@comcast.net?subject=donation%20to%20RV12%20project
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FAA Releases Third Class Medical Reform Final Rule 
From AOPA.org 1/10/17 

The FAA has released a final rule 

on third class medical reform, 

though it will be several months 

before pilots can fly under the new 

program that the agency has 

named BasicMed. 

Teams of AOPA experts are exam-

ining the Jan. 10 announcement, 

which at first look appears to close-

ly mirror the legislation signed into 

law on July 15, 2016. Pilots should 

note that BasicMed will not be ef-

fective until May 1, so they cannot 

fly under the rule until then. 

"BasicMed is the best thing to hap-

pen to general aviation in dec-

ades," said AOPA President and 

CEO Mark Baker. "By putting medi-

cal decisions in the hands of pilots 

and their doctors, instead of the 

FAA, these reforms will improve 

safety while reducing burdensome 

and ineffective bureaucracy that 

has thwarted participation in gen-

eral aviation." 

During the announcement, FAA 

Administrator Michael Huerta said, 

“I believe BasicMed is a win for the 

general aviation community, and 

I’m happy that our FAA team has 

brought it across the finish line.” 

In the near future, AOPA will be 

offering a free online medical 

course to let pilots comply with the 

BasicMed rules. The course is just 

one part of a range of AOPA's Fit 

to Fly resources 

for pilots and physicians created to 

help people take full advantage of 

BasicMed. The Fit to Fly resources 

also include an interactive tool that 

helps you determine if you qualify 

for BasicMed as well as FAQs and 

other important information for you 

and your doctor. 

AOPA will closely review the new 

rule and keep members informed 

about flying under it. 

"Under the reforms, pilots who 

have held a valid medical certificate 

any time in the decade prior to July 

15, 2016, may not need to take an-

other FAA medical exam. The 10-

year lookback period applies to 

both regular and special issuance 

medicals. Pilots whose most recent 

medical certificate was revoked, 

suspended, withdrawn, or denied 

will need to obtain a new medical 

certificate before they can operate 

under the reforms. Pilots who have 

never held an FAA medical certifi-

cate, including student pilots, will 

need to go through the process one 

time only. 

After meeting the initial require-

ments to fly under the reforms, pi-

lots will need to visit any state-

licensed physician at least once 

every four years and take the free 

aeromedical factors online course 

every two years. The course will be 

available for free on AOPA’s web-

site. A certificate of completion of 

the course and the checklist from 

the physician must be kept in the 

pilot’s logbook; alternatively, pilots 

may carry a legible representation, 

such as a smartphone image, of 

the document to be able to show to 

an FAA inspector if asked. The 

checklist will be a four-page form 

that includes instructions for you 

and your physician. No information 

from the checklist you complete 

along with your physician is sent to 

the FAA. 

The rule will take effect on May 1. 

Medical reform highlights 

 Aircraft specifications: Up 

to six seats, up to 6,000 

pounds (no limitations on 

horsepower, number of 

engines, or gear type) 

 Flight rules: Day or night, 

VFR or IFR 

 Passengers: Up to five 

passengers 

 Aeromedical fac-

tors: Pilots must take a 

free online course every 

two years and visit their 

personal physician every 

four years 

 Altitude restriction: Up to 

18,000 feet msl 

 Airspeed limitation: 250 
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CALENDAR 

   

 Jan 10      EAA Chapter Meeting 7 p.m. C.A.P. trailer, Gnoss Field, movie night "Reunion of Giants: Lancasters" and  
  discussion of chapter’s future 
  
Jan 14      GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field, 9 a.m., speaker  Michael Knight, Golden Gate Skydiv
  ing, “Safety Briefing of Skydiving Operations at Gnoss Field”  
 

Jan 18      GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
  
  
Feb 4        Airplanes at the Movies, SOS2 Hangar, CANCELLED DUE TO COLD!!! 
  
Feb 11      GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field, 9 a.m., Wright Bass, “Silly Student Tricks” 
  
Feb 14      EAA Chapter Meeting 7 p.m. C.A.P. trailer, Gnoss Field 
  
Feb 15      GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
 
Mar 2        Aviation Commission Meeting, 7 p.m. Civic Center Room 329 
  
Mar 4        Airplanes at the Movies, SOS2 Hangar, 6:30 food truck, 7:00 p.m. feature film TBD 
  
Mar 11      GFCA Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Hangar Gnoss Field, 9 a.m., speaker Terry Lankford, nationally-renowned  
                             weather guru, “Winter to Spring Weather Patterns” 
  
Mar 14      EAA Chapter Meeting 7 p.m. C.A.P. trailer, Gnoss Field 
  
Mar 15      GFCA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., Pilots' Lounge Gnoss Field, All Members Invited 
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Web Gems-This Month’s Best 
(if clicking these links doesn’t work copy/paste them into your browser’s address window) 

Bucks County, PA from a TravelAir 4000: https://youtu.be/6llh2RfqfHo 

  
Design, Build, Test; Mojave Experimental Fly-in: https://vimeo.com/122335903 

  
A little late, but here's some Christmas "invisible" skywriting:  https://youtu.be/BodVl20ZLI0 

  
Fly Baby Biplane: https://youtu.be/caWVZ-smROQ 

  
More Jetman and sidekick, this time with two wing walkers. Great scenery over Dubai: https://youtu.be/FUx5DRVJTug 

  
Real or Fake? Man-Carrying Drone-you decide: https://youtu.be/DyUrqZBs2XA 

  
Full color B-17s of The Mighty Eighth: https://youtu.be/Go5XKKfNQkk 

  
Last flight of USAF F-4 Phantom December 21, 2016: https://youtu.be/6amzVwpYJ24 

  
A couple of electric-powered aircraft: 
Airbus E-Fan:  https://youtu.be/PJKYekL7JsY?list=PLnXFGRKi1KiqY2DBeO8DX2mnDRUH5PBTN 

  
EMG-6 (sustainer version. Full powered version coming in January): https://youtu.be/Hg0A07KR8hk 

  
Remembering Summer-Evening flight at Blakesburg Antique Fly-in: https://youtu.be/gkL1hPW57l0 

  

More video from Blakesburg, some nice drone shots: https://youtu.be/XcVzI_sESE4 

Nice piece on the history of Glendale Airport (3 parts): https://youtu.be/2t48-hPRB2Y 

 

  
  

 

https://youtu.be/6llh2RfqfHo
https://vimeo.com/122335903
https://youtu.be/BodVl20ZLI0
https://youtu.be/caWVZ-smROQ
https://youtu.be/FUx5DRVJTug
https://youtu.be/DyUrqZBs2XA
https://youtu.be/Go5XKKfNQkk
https://youtu.be/6amzVwpYJ24
https://youtu.be/PJKYekL7JsY?list=PLnXFGRKi1KiqY2DBeO8DX2mnDRUH5PBTN
https://youtu.be/Hg0A07KR8hk
https://youtu.be/gkL1hPW57l0
https://youtu.be/XcVzI_sESE4
https://youtu.be/2t48-hPRB2Y
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Gnoss Field Community Association  

  
 

Proposed Mods to SF Class B 
  
In January the FAA will be holding 
three fact-finding informal airspace 
meetings around the Bay Area to 
solicit information from airspace  
users and other concerning a pro-
posal to amend the Class B air-
space around San Francisco. Last 
month we published a map of the 
proposed changes that fit in a sin-
gle column in the newsletter, but it 
was way too small to read. We’ve 
included the  map again at the bot-
tom if this page. Hopefully you can 
read it a little better this time. More 
information about the location of 
the three meetings can be found in 
the Federal Register HERE. 
 

Important Speaker in January 
 
Michael Knight of Skydive Golden 
Gate will be the speaker at our 
breakfast meeting on January 14-
he’ll be giving us a briefing on his 
tandem jump operations, which will 
begin sometime in January. This is a 
great chance to meet our newest 
tenant and ask those questions 
you’ve been wanting answers to. 
 
Breakfast, which is optional, starts 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Scanlon Aviation 
hangar. 
 
Hangar Donation Offer 
 
Many of  you are already aware 
of this because you’ve been  in-

volved in the process, but for those 
of you who don’t know one of our 
former members offered to donate 
his hangar to GFCA. It was in pretty 
tough condition, but originally it was 
thought that we could refurbish it 
(perhaps with the help of the San 
Marin STEM students) and have it 
serve as the hub of our STEM activi-
ties. Unfortunately, we found that 
the hangar needed a lot more work 
than we thought in order to be in-
habitable .  
 
After several independent evalua-
tions and much soul-searching, and 
given our commitment to the RV-12 
student-build project the GFCA 
board decided against accepting 
the hangar donation.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/11/09/2016-27089/proposed-modification-of-the-san-francisco-ca-class-b-airspace-area-public-meetings
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Gnoss Field Community Association  

  
 

Online membership renewal form 
 
We’ve added an online member-
ship renewal/registration form to 
o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p : / /
www.gnossfield.org/join/ When 
you receive the letter asking you to 
renew your membership you can do 
it all online, including paying your 
dues via the PayPal/Credit Card 
option at the bottom of the page.  
 
This will make life much easier for 
our membership staff, so please use 
this online form if at all possible. 
 
Discussion forum on website 
 
In an effort to improve our internal 
communication and “institutional 
knowledge”, we’ve added a discus-
sion forum to the website at http://
www.gnossfield.org/discussion -
forum/  In the first month we started 
good discussions on the previously-
mentioned hangar donation offer 
and plans for refurbishing the taxi 
lanes between hangars. 
 
Check this feature out, and add 
your voice to the conversations. 
You’ll be asked to register your 
email and pick a user name, but it’s 
all anonymous if you wish. 
 
Want to start a new conversation or 
get other members’ opinions on 
something? Click on the link above 
and add one yourself. 
 
Change in Mission Statement 
 
As part of our efforts to raise funds 
for the RV-12 kit, we were advised 
to make one small change to our 
mission statement to be more inclu-
sive, thus more attractive to larger 
funders.  

Accordingly,  the GFCA board vot-
ed to change the phrase “To pro-
mote...to the aviation community” to 
“To promote...to the larger Marin 
community”. You’ll see that the 
change has been made on our web-
site. 
 
2nd Presentation to the Aviation 
Commission 
 
At the October Av Commission 
meeting GFCA president Ken Mer-
cer presented a comparison of the 
G.A. airports Gnoss Field is in com-
petition with for funds and custom-
ers, with a focus on our deficiencies 
and challenges. 
 
Ken was invited back to the commis-
sion’s December meeting to follow 
up with a report on how these other 
airports have used their FAA fund-
ing.  It was very obvious that fund-
ing at Marin had focused solely on 
planning and environmental studies 
necessary for the runway extension. 
County DPW has recently but-
tressed their grant-seeking and 
planning expertise by hiring an ex-
pert for this work,  and it’s begin-
ning to bear fruit. 
 
The County has received a 
$225,000. grant to do the engi-
neering work on repairing (not 
lengthening) the runway in this fiscal 
year. This work has begun, and the 
County will be applying for a grant 
to do the actual repair in 2017/18. 
 
It’s good that our opinion is being 
sought by the Commissoin. 
 
FAA Decision on Runway Length 
Coming this Month 
 
We’ll keep you posted! 

Interested in Refurbishing a 
Plane? 
 
I know, this is getting repetitive, but 
weather has kept us from getting up 
to Angwin to determine the condi-
tion of the plane we mentioned 
might be donated to help form a 
flying club here at Gnoss Field. This 
plane, a Beech Musketeer (180hp) 
is likely in ferry-able condition. If 
so, the plan would be to move it 
down here to Gnoss where GFCA 
and EAA members could refurbish it 
before putting it into service.  
 
This plane would be a great club 
aircraft, as it’s both a good trainer 
AND reasonable cross-country air-
plane seating four adults. 
 
Both AOPA and EAA are providing 
tons of support for new flying clubs, 
and having a club like this could be 
a great entry point for new pilots 
and a fun club way  for more expe-
rienced pilots looking to fly rela-
tively inexpensively. This could also 
be a good way for us to get more 
“bang for the buck” out of our sum-
mer internships. 
 
So far we have four people inter-
ested. If you’d like to join us in the 
endeavor send a quick email to 
EAA1232@gmail.com 
 
 
Lunch Tuesdays 
 
Finally, if you’d like to know more 
about what’s going on with GFCA 
and have more input in to its’ oper-
ation, a group of us meet for lunch 
every Tuesday at 12:30 at Sam’s 
Place in Novato. You are invited to 
join us any day-we’d love to have 
you there! 

http://www.gnossfield.org/join/
http://www.gnossfield.org/join/
http://www.gnossfield.org/discussion-forum/
http://www.gnossfield.org/discussion-forum/
http://www.gnossfield.org/discussion-forum/
mailto:EAA1232@gmail.com?subject=Flying%20club
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Ken Mercer, President/Young Eagles 

 Coordinator 415-378-8504 

Ken McKenzie, Vice-President 415-234-6288 

Tom Schiff, Secr./Treasurer 415-515-6630 

 

www.1232.eaachapter.org 

 

www.facebook.com/EAA1232 

 

eaa1232@gmail.com 

 

San Francisco and North Bay California 

EAA Chapter 1232-Novato, Ca Our monthly membership meetings are held the second Tuesday evening of each month (except 

December), starting with dinner at 6:30 and followed by the main presentation at 7:00. Our hosts are 

the Novato Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol who graciously allow us to use their facility at 400 Airport 

Boulevard, Gnoss Field, in northern Novato (in the south parking lot).  Here’s a  crude map, but please 

do contact one of our officers for more information and/or directions: 

 

 

 

 

In addition to our regular monthly evening meetings, many of us meet for lunch at noon every Thursday 

at The Club restaurant at McGinnis Park Golf Course on Smith Ranch Road in San Rafael. The hostess on 

duty can direct you to our “regular” room but again,  please contact one of our officers for better 

directions. 

Membership is $25/yr. and is open to anyone-contact any of our officers (above, left) for details. 

Gnoss Field Community Association 

KDVO-Novato, CA 

 

www.gnossfield.org  

 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /

GnossFieldCommunityAssociation 

 

 

Our mission is to promote and protect 

the interests of Gnoss Field users, ten-

ants, and the community, and to pro-

mote the public interest in aviation, 

aviation safety and service in Marin 

County.  

The pilots that use Gnoss Field banded together because we believe that by combining 

our voices we can be heard in ways not possible as individuals acting separately. We 

included the word community in our name because we think that the public should know 

that our airport is a valuable resource for everyone, not just pilots.  

We have monthly breakfast meetings at 9:00 a.m. on the second Saturday of each 

month in the Scanlon Aviation hangar at Gnoss Field (KDVO), Novato, CA (attached to 

the airport administration building pictured below). We always have a speaker or 

presentation at these meetings; sometimes on aviation safety and/or education, some-

times entertainment in nature, sometimes to provide membership input on issues critical to 

GFCA and the users and tenants of Gnoss Field.  Please join us. 

http://www.1232.eaachapter.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/EAA-Chapter-1232-Novato-CA/466764416700456
mailto:eaa1232@gmail.com
http://www.gnossfield.org
http://www.facebook.com/GnossFieldCommunityAssociatain
http://www.facebook.com/GnossFieldCommunityAssociatain

