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Crosswinds Newsletter
 

The monthly newsletter of the Gnoss Field Community Association 
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April, 2018

APRIL 14 SPEAKER: WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE
CIVIL AIR PATROL?

Most of us know that we have a Civil Air Patrol Squadron (Squadron 23) on the
field, but do you know their mission or capabilities, what role they might play in
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an emergency? Did you know the C.A.P. is the civilian auxiliary arm of the Air
Force, and that you could join this all-volunteer group?

Squadron commander Dave Nicholson will be the guest speaker at our April 14
GFCA breakfast, and he will tell us about some of the history of the C.A.P., how
it's organized, how they prepare, and he'll describe a typical mission and give
some details of an actual mission in which Squadron 23 participated.

Breakfast starts at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday the 14th, local announcements at
9:45 and Captain Nicholson's presentation will begin shortly thereafter.

FAA RUNWAY EXTENSION HEARING MARCH 20

Well, maybe not so much. It seems destined that the FAA is only going to
authorize an extension of 300 feet to our current 3,300-foot runway since their
latest traffic study still indicates that the so-called "critical aircraft" is still the
Beech King Air. Once again they found less than the required 500 annual
operations of the Citation-class turbine aircraft. Although it does seem like a
chicken and egg situation (we'd get more than 500 operations if we had a
longer runway), the FAA appears to be inflexible in their determination even
though the whole issue was not about getting more jets to come to Gnoss, but
increasing the safety margins for all of us. We will get longer overruns at each
end of the runway plus the additional 300 feet, so that's something. But given
the FAA's timeline for updating and approving the EIS it will be 2024 before we
see that project completed. Sigh.
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AIRPORT Q&A WITH DPW

DPW Deputy Director Eric Steger and Airport Manager Dan Jensen held an
open Q & A session prior to the Aviation Commission meeting on April 5.
Starting with a brief overview of airport finances, the grant process, and capital
planning, the session quickly turned to pressing matters such as the $1.2
million loans DPW has taken out (on behalf of the airport fund) to pay for the
cost overruns on the runway rehabilitation project. Mr. Steger indicated that
DPW is looking to secure additional grant funding from the FAA to cover some
of these costs, and noted they are seeking a longer-term loan from the State for
the rest. He also reiterated that the airport fund will be responsible for paying
those loans back, which brought up the question of how that will affect the
maintenance and upkeep of the airport.

Mr. Steger did also announce a new lease had been signed for what is currently
the SOS2 hangar, the attached office building, and fuel facilities. This lease,
along with the leases ("storage permits", actually) the County now holds on the
five surrounding hangars, will bring in a lot of airport income in rents, fuel
flowage fees, and business income fees.  The Board of Supervisors approved
this lease at their April 10 meeting.

FIRST RESPONDERS DAY
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Kudos to Michael and Kate Knight (Skydive Golden Gate) for their very
successful and well-received First Responders Thank You Day held March 25
at Gnoss Field. The two owners wanted to thank first responders for their roles
in fighting the Sonoma/Napa fires last October and donated 23 free jumps that
day. Rick Beach and Dan Bedford donated flights around the affected areas in
Santa Rosa and Glenwood, and GFCA fed everyone hamburgers all day long. 
 
The Santa Rosa Press Democrat had a great article the following day, including
some nice photos. You can find that article online HERE.

SUE ROYCE TO SPEAK AT OAKLAND AVIATION
MUSEUM

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/8153288-181/free-skydives-offered-to-firefighters?sba=AAS&artslide=4
http://eepurl.com/cZVgmz
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=0954d434fc1624dcd599c3916&id=a24f6d23d3
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=0954d434fc1624dcd599c3916&id=a24f6d23d3
javascript:;


7/9/2018 April 2018 GFCA Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/23463e5238e2/february-2018-gfca-newsletter-1654589 5/8

2018 HAYWARD AIR RALLY

The 54th annual Air Rally will be conducted June 21-23, 2018, originating at the
Hayward Executive Airport and continuing over a challenging and competitive
route through Redding, CA with a final destination of Reno, NV. Originally
conceived by the City of Hayward’s mayor in 1964, the Air Rally’s primary
charter is to enhance general aviation safety by encouraging aircraft pilots to
stay proficient in basic flight navigation and fuel management techniques.

From member Tom Engdahl: "The Rally is a time for pilots to sharpen their flight
planning skills in this day and age of iPads and follow-the-magenta-GPS-line
flight planning. The weekend is also a great time to meet and spend time with
pilots passionate about aviation. A last note, my 13-year-old daughter flies the
Rally as my co-pilot. It’s a great father-daughter experience. Last year AOPA’s
Mike Collins covered the rally and wrote a very nice article in AOPA
magazine. https://www.aopa.org/news-and-media/all-
news/2017/september/pilot/hayward-air-rally".

There's still time to register for this year's event. Check out the Rally website at
http://www.hwdairrally.org/index.shtml

NEW STS AIRPORT DIAGRAM
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NEW STS AIRPORT DIAGRAM

The latest STS Airport Diagram that went into effect March 1st, 2018 includes
some changes to the Run-Up area naming convention. The change has been
implemented after extensive consideration and feedback from various pilots,
safety experts, Air Traffic Control and Airport Management, in order to help
alleviate pilots’ confusion about the location of the 14/20 Run-up area. For that
reason, we renamed the two run-ups: “North Run-up” that was originally named
the 14/20 Run-up and the “South Run-up” which is the run-up located at the
approach end of Runway 32. In addition, the Airport is working to add signage
that would provide direction to the North Run-up area. While there is no single
consensus on the ‘perfect’ name, the name chosen had the most positive
response to favorably impact the situation.
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WELCOME TO CB AVIATION!

Be sure to go say hi to the crew at CB Aviation (http://cbaviation.com/), the new
guys on the block moving into the corner hangar currently occupied by Robert
Ragozzino and the Spirit of St. Louis 2 project. Robert will be completing his
work here on the Spirit replica by the end of July, and both Skydive Golden
Gate and TJAir have negotiated leases for their businesses with CB and will
stay in place in the attached office building.  CB has committed to installing a
self-serve fuel facility within nine months, and to lowering the price for avgas
and jet-A. They will also be one of the first ten facilities that Shell Aviation
supplies with unleaded avgas.

N-NUMBERS AND YOUR ADS-B IDENTITY

Do yours match? Take a look at this article to see what the consequences are if
they don't.

Web Gems

WWII in Kodachrome

Travel Iceland

The Ultimate Toy Box

First responders skydive at Skydive Golden Gate

Blue Angels C-130 "Fat Albert" - Lynchburg Regional Airshow 2016

Déjà Vu, Alaska - A Flying Short Film

Russia's first postal drone

Insane low flying - One of the most dangerous flights I've ever seen

Historic Hangar Gets New Life

The Restoration of the 2018 EAA Sweepstakes Airplane

Another instance of Insane Low Flying-this time without an airframe!
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Calendar of Events

 

April 14         GFCA Monthly Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Aviation hangar 9:00
a.m. Guest speaker Dave Nicholson, C.A.P. Squadron 23, "CAP23's Mission"

April 18         GFCA Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. Pilots' Lounge, Members
Welcome 
 
April 28          Novato HS JROTC Cadets Young Eagles Day, 10:00 a.m.-Noon 
 
May 12           GFCA Monthly Breakfast Meeting, Scanlon Aviation hangar 9:00
a.m. Guest speaker Pieter Colenbrander, "Learning to Fly on the fly (to and
from Alaska)"         
 
May 17          GFCA Board meeting, 7:00 p.m. Pilots' Lounge, Members
Welcome   
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